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Ii's been a chaotic few weeks
for Michete Thompson. .

She's helped organize a
major fundraiser for a large
charity and seen her olde‘st 50n,
Michael, married. And with t.h,e
holidays around the corner, it's
time to take a break.

But the refired health care
administrator isn't accepling
the common image of a rgtu‘t?e.
The Burr Ridge resident is dis-
covering a whole other work
world — one that dcesn’} pay in
dellars, but in geod fe'ehngs.

The New York native is one
of a number of women on the
United Cerebral Palsy ?f
Greater Chicago Women’s
Board. The group organizes the
annual Gambol Gala, a caparet—

casino style event, which is one

T L anaact {11 ] B .
items for auctzon,}’ t?lre gg-year—

old said.

Despite the leng hours,
Thompson said the good UCP
does more than makes up for
the hard worl required for the
avent,

“I  have always  been
involved off and on with other
boards, but Imowing what the
fundraising is for (with UCP) ...
malkes this all worthwhile,” she
said,

Thompson is quick to add
that she’s not a one-woman
team. The Gamboi event
wouldn't be possible without
the hard work and donations of
others, including  Ronald

MeDonald Houge Charities of
Chicago, its Executive Vice
President Jan Fields and UCP
Women's  Board President
Deborah Lahey,

involved off and on
with other boards,
but knowing what
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this all worthwhile.”
Michele Thompson

“There are so many other
people involved,” Thompson
said.

The charitable work helps

the time Thompson once
E;lent working as administrator
of Provident Hospital of Cook
County.

When her youngest son,
Jeremy, was having problems
with diabetes, Thompson .Bnd
 for him "Hef soh 3na aangide)
Kafl, don’t mind her being at
home, Thompson said, They're
involved in their awn activities,
But surprisingly, the mothay of
three doesn't have much free
time,

“I totally find myself
involved in sp many other
things,” she said, adding that
her son's health hag Improved.
“T do strength training and I
dance. I tap dance. I had some
lessons when I was young and
then took it up again at 247

Thompson's energy and
drive is one of the things her
friend Liz Thompson (no rela-
lion) said she admires most.
Friends for more than a decade,
the two met when their hus-
bands worked together at
McDonald's Corp.

“A ot of people probably

don't know how successful a
career she had at the hospital,”
Liz Thompson said. “The
stereotype (of retirement) is
you stay home and bake coole-
ies and it's just not like that,
Michele is so motivated and
she's suclia driven person that
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she's really taken on a whole
new job now”

Thompson doesn't rule out
someday re-entering the work-
force but, at least for now, she's
focused on taking care of hey
children and throwing herself

inta the worle ¢ha dan. £.o rrem

Michele Thampson left a suc-
eessful career in health admin-
istration to spend more time at
home, but her retirement has-
n't been quiet. She's taken on
volunleer position for two non-
prefit groups, including the
Cerebral Palsy of Greater
Chicago, where she serves on
the women's board. (Photo for
The Doings by Herb Shenkin)
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and other groups.

“In 10 years T don't know
what I'll be doing,” she said. “
could be saddied with grangd-
kids and taking care of themn.
And if that doesm't happen, I'm
sure I'll find many other things



