Hotels, restaurants,
clubs report falioff
for New Year’s Eve
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Nn plans yet for New Year's Eve?
Not to worry.

Many of the ¢ity's nightclubs, res-
aurants and hotels remain hunary
or revelers as the economic down-
urn is shaking the fizz out of their
plashiest evening.-

Tickets remain pientitul for many
f the city's Oashiest parties, and at
rices that in some cases are 30 per-
eni to 40 percent less than last year
wnd tables remain open ai many
ony restaurants, where prix fixe
nenus are more affordable than in
ears past.

“Mew Year's went from being a
noneymalker fo being just a good
ime for our customers, and hoping
hey will support us the rest of the
ear,” said Bob O'Connell, owner of
tfit Events, which is hosting
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parties at Manor, Stay, Rino, Bon V,
Crescendo and Lucky Lady night-
clubs.

Other New Year's Eve events have
heen canceled, including a soiree at
the Sheraton Chicago. A hotel

. spokeswoman declined to comment.

The bubbles even burst for Chi-
cago Scene magazine, which hosts
glitzy bashes at the Drake Hotel. The
company has hosted fetes for nine
years, and always sold out by Dec. 15,

" even in 2001, after the 9/11 tragedy.

“This is, by far, our slowest year,
We will not sell out,” said Ted Wid-
en, publisher of Chicago Scene. Last
year, it sold out at 2,200 tickets; this
vedr, it’s aiming for 1,200,

To fry to boost exeitement, and at-
tendance, Chicago Scene is partner-
ing with the Chicago 2016 Glympic
bid, donating a portion of proceeds
{0 the organization,

“They have a big database, a big
following, so we're hoping it's a win-
win,"” said Widen.

Global Adrenaline and Tommy 2
Productions, hosts of ammegaparty at
the Hilton Chicago, are taking a sim-
ilar reute, adding a casino compao-
nent for the first time, with a slice of
its proceeds going to United Cer-
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ebral Palsy Even sn, they expect
3,000 partygoers, down from 3,200 a
year ago and way off their goal of
4,000.

Suburban resorts are smarting
too. Lincoelnshire Marriott had din-
ner/theater and overnight packages
available on Tuesday, in spite of
stepped-up marketing,

What's happening across the re-
gion, said O’Connell, is that groups
of Iriends are failing toc commit on
party plans, particularly if a few
have lost jobs or are tight on cash.

Asg aresult, soime party prices are
coming down. Tickets for O’Con-
nell's parties are averaging $100 per
person, down from ahout $140 Iast
year, he said.

Restaurant prices are easing as
well, among them Cyrano's Bistrot
& Wine Bar, which brought its prix
fixe menu down by $10 from last
year. Now, the place is “pretty much
sold out,” said Didier Durand, chef
and owner.

“I'm shocked, but people in large
groups are thinking of celebrating
and getting out,” he said.

Some event planners have scaled
back the number of New Year's Eve
events they are hosting, among

them Lincoln Park Young Prof
sionals, a social networking bu
ness that cut back from three
last year to one this year, at the Za
Rocli Holel Chicago. That ever: o7
out three days ago.

Not everyone is feeling & signifi-
cant pinch. At Peninsula Chicago,
reservations for its dinner seatings,
which range from $275 to $390 per
person, are on par with last year,
though "not guite sold out,” said
Marc Anderson, director of market-
ing.

“The only dip wa've reallv s
about 5 percentage points on
pancy for that night,” he said.
hotel has not cutf rates but ha
fered a perk: $80 in crediis toward
spa use and dining,.

And the new KeyLime Covs Waier
Resort in Gurnee is sold out, as fami-
liesare opiing for close-by vacations
over trips to Florida or Mexico.

“Fven though the economy is dif-
ficult, people still want their kids to
have a good timme,” said Jennifer Ev-
ans, marketing manager for the re-
sort near Six Flags Great America.
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