One good act begets
another at teen fundraiser

When Megan Pelino of Hinsdale - | Ryann Javois — counted about $700.in
signed up for the Julie Foudy Sports donations, brmgmg the total from the
Leadership.Academy, she never . birthiday" party and fundraiser to just
dreamed the weeklong camp would - -over$1000.- .
open doors she didn’t know existed. - We got excited and started talking

“There was a lot about: soccer; but™ really Ioud in ‘the restaurant,” Pelino
more about leddership and developin; saids
yourself,” Pelino sald_ “I lea.rned a 1ot : That’s when the unexpected hap
about myself” - . o éned. A stranger asked whatalithe . . |

She also leamed about dJim Ty exmtement was about. Pelino recount- " |:
MacLaren, a forfer college football:* =} -ed Alex’s story and chscovered the ’

_Playerwho lost a leg in.an accident but,- ’woman also had a family member with .
went'on to: compete in the Imnman i i i

.’Iha’mlon -He Wwas struck A Right then and: there, she A
again while riding his bike e : ‘pulled out her checkbook
and became a quadriple- d matched the total p
gic. Instead of giving up, i o
MacLaren started the .
Chopse Living Foundation
to inspire and help others; .
Pelino took MacLaren’s oné person can make a
story to heart, but didn’t - difference. I've’ always
feel the full impact-of his _heard this kind of story,

message uritil she saw an but now I know 1t’s tue”
interview on “L: )

Live.” During maérs};?g Ma"a""e c'”“’PE'SSi _Hats off to schelar
ment, MacLaren men- Muscular dystrophy
tioned Alex Hermistad, a 14-year-old - . hasnt stopped Kushal Parikh of

Iowa teen who remdins immobile’and” ' | Hinsdale from pursiing his gdals. A~

on a ventilatar after a mystmous ill- | 2007 Hinsdale Soiith High School grad-

‘ness struck her in spring 2005. ) | uaté’and National Honor Society mem-
“The model of the leaderslup camp . | ber, Parikh was recently honored by
was choose to matter” Peling said. - | the Women’s Board of the United

“They encouraged us 16 find a caiise s Cerebral Palsy Association of Greater
and follow up. I decided-to help Alex, 1 Chicago for'his positive atlitude, deter-

not as a project I hiad to do, but © | mination. and academic success.

because I wanted to.” : v Parilch was named the Wornen's .
On'the Chobse Lmng Foundatlon . 'Board 2007 Scholar and the- Tetipient of

Web site, Pelino found the lirik to ". | anl Assistive Technology Scholarshlp at

Alex’s page on Carmandge anon- . | UCP's annual Gambol fundraiser in
profit Web service that ‘connects famﬂy ‘October, He uses a laptop compirter . _

and friends during a crmcal illness.” - with word-prediction software'to help ‘
She donated $50 of her own money, ) reduce typing fatigue and credits assis-
wrote the family an e:mail and - - | tive technology with giving him -

received a reply from Alex’s twin 51ster | greater independence in his studi S, -
Jaci. 3 - . “Everyone has disabilities of some
Eaehng movéd to. more, 1 .| sort, but they do not make peaple © - |

. “freshman at Nazareth: Academy i e “weak,” Parikh smd “They a].low people - |
-LaGrange Park,-decided to forego gifis.- | to mature.”

for her 14th birthday and gk for dona- - A freshman at the University of
tions instead. . 1llinois at Urbana-Champaign, Parikh

“I raised $300 in conh'ﬂ)umons from -1s a volunteer with the Muscular
family and friends,” Pelino sald “It.felt Dystrophy Association and enjoys

good to get that much moneysol - - | mentorin g and encouraging duld:en
thought I'should do'a bxg fundraiser.”’ dlagnosed with the condition.
Pelino received permission to Hold a .~ Readers can contdet Marianne
collection drive in front of Kramer - - Cortopassi by leamng a message at |
‘Foods for four hours-on a Saturday R N ( 630) 887 06‘00 Ez:t 3202 or sending an
Over lunch, Pelino and her, ‘helpers = .’ " e-mail to
mor Carcl, 515ter Kathryn and fnend . dmngsnms@q:mneerlocal com.

g ‘ .
1 demded to help Alex, not asa prOJect I had to do but
.. becaus _';Iwanted to.’ -
B o -—MeganPellmo
SEREORN | R




